
 

News Bulletin – March 2026 

Hello Centre Members. 

 

Spring is finally here with snowdrops and daffodils on display. Our programme of talks continues this 

month with Keith’s talk Stories of Shugborough on the 10th and Nigel is leading our first walk of 

the year – an interesting look around the history of Stone Town on March 25th. 

 

Payment of balances for the holiday to Scarborough in May, is now overdue – so holiday makers, if 

you haven’t done so already, please send your cheques in without delay. 

 

Finally, this is your last chance to renew your membership, if you haven’t done so already, please 

do so as soon as you can. It’s easy to do online just. Click here. 

 

I hope to see you all at the talk next Tuesday. 

 Best wishes 

Margaret Winfield 

 

TALKS 
All talks start at 2:30 pm at Walton Village Hall. To book for a talk, go to the 

Talks page on our website, ntstafford.org.uk or click here. 

 

Stories Of Shugborough - 10th March 

A Talk by Keith Alldritt 
Apart from being a member of the Staffordshire Centre, 

Keith is a volunteer at Shugborough and will tell the stories 

behind the paintings in the smallest, most visited space in 

the mansion - The Veranda Passage - but also the most 

overlooked. Learn about an audacious horse racing 

gamble, capturing a treasure ship, the difficulties of being 

the Post Master General, and famous visitors. 

 

See why the watercolours - recently conserved thanks to 

funding from Staffordshire Centre - are important to show 

the history and development of the estate, especially in the 

1700s, including Thomas Anson’s most impressive structure which no longer exists! 

 

 

https://ntstafford.org.uk/membership-renewal-2/
https://ntstafford.org.uk/events/talks-2/


 

Diary dates :- 

14th April – 52nd Annual General Meeting 

12th May – The Staffordhire Film Archive – Ray Johnson 

WALKS 
Please remember that you join our walks at your own risk and are responsible for your 

own safety.  Leaders will indicate the difficulty of the walk so walkers can make an 

informed choice on whether or not to join in. Appropriate clothing and footwear should be 

worn.  . We hope to start our 2026 series in March – watch out for details in the bulletin and on the website. 

Stone Town – 4.8 m – Wednesday 25th March 

The walk will start and finish at the Star Inn.  We begin by 

passing under the road to Westbridge Park, and eventually 

join the Trent & Mersey Canal towpath, which we follow 

past the town, and up to Meaford Locks.  Here, we pick up 

a footpath towards Outlanes and the Common Plot.  The 

route then takes us around Alleynes High School, before 

crossing the A520 to Nanny Goat Lane and returning to 

The Star, via St Michaels churchyard. 

 

There’s plenty of history associated with Stone, so we’ll 

pause to look at things of interest along the way… for 

example, we’ll take a look at the historic Joules brewery 

buildings, the new Crown Wharf, and the old buildings at 

the end of Mill Street (associated with milling flint for the potteries and flour for Hovis bread). 

 

The route consists of towpaths and public footpaths, with just two well-maintained stiles (one with a gate 

alternative) and, of course, we’ll stop for a coffee break.  Boots or strong shoes/trainers recommended. 

 

Start: 10.15am at the Star Inn Car Park, to depart at 10.30am.  As the pub won’t be open at this time, public 

toilets are located just around the corner, in Crown Street Car Park.  We should be back for lunch by 

1.00pm. 

 

Sat Nav: ST15 8QW (nearest).  Approach via the A34 (follow the signs to Stone).  The entrance to the Star 

Inn car park is on Stafford Street (opposite M&S). 

 

Lunch: The Star Inn, 21 Stafford Street, Stone, ST15 8QW.  I’ll send out menus nearer the time, as they may 

vary from the standard Marston’s offering: marstonspubs.co.uk.  If you wish to join us for lunch, then please 

let me have your menu choices by Monday 23rd March 

 

Organiser: Nigel Holmes 

 

Potential walk leaders… If you would like to organise a circular walk next year, typically 4 to 5 miles (6 

miles maximum), with parking and a nearby location for lunch, then please get in touch.  Thanks. 

Diary dates :- 

Watch this space and the website for details of our 2026 walks programme. 


